
1151. Sacco and Vanzetti case 
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were Italian immigrants charged with murdering a 
guard and robbing a shoe factory in Braintree, Mass. The trial lasted from 1920-1927. 
Convicted on circumstantial evidence, many believed they had been framed for the crime 
because of their anarchist and pro-union activities. 

1152. Leopold and Loeb case 
Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb were convicted of killing a young boy, Bobby Franks, 
in Chicago just to see if they could get away with it. Defended by Clarence Darrow, they 
got life imprisonment. Both geniuses, they had decided to commit the perfect murder. 
The first use of the insanity defense in court. 

1153. Billy Sunday (1863-1935) Baseball player and preacher, his baseball background 
helped him become the most popular evangelist minister of the time. Part of the 
Fundamentalist revival of the 1920's. 

1154. Scopes trial, Clarence Darrow, William Jennings Bryan 
1925 - Prosecution of Dayton, Tennessee school teacher, John Scopes, for violation of the 
Butler Act, a Tennessee law forbidding public schools from teaching about evolution. 
Former Democratic presidential candidate, William Jennings Bryan, prosecuted the case, 
and the famous criminal attorney, Clarence Darrow, defended Scopes. Scopes was 
convicted and fined $100, but the trial started a shift of public opinion away from 
Fundamentalism. 

1155. Henry Ford, the Model T, Alfred P. Sloan 
1913 - Ford developed the mass-produced Model-T car, which sold at an affordable 
price. It pioneered the use of the assembly line. Also greatly increased his workers wages 
and instituted many modern concepts of regular work hours and job benefits. Sloan, an 
American industrialist, helped found project. 

1156. Cecil B. DeMille (1881-1959) 
Motion picture producer and director, he was famous for Biblical films and epic movies. 

1157. The Jazz Singer 
1927 - The first movie with sound, this "talkie" was about the life of famous jazz singer, 
Al Jolson. 

1158. Rudolph Valentino (1895-1926), Charlie Chaplin 
Valentino, a romantic leading man, was one of the most popular dramatic stars of silent 
films. Chaplin was a popular star of silent slap-stick comedies. 

1159. New Woman, Flappers 
1920's - Women started wearing short skirts and bobbed hair, and had more sexual 
freedom. They began to abandon traditional female roles and take jobs usually reserved 
for men. 



1160. Harlem Renaissance, Langston Hughes (1902-1967) 
Hughes was a gifted writer who wrote humorous poems, stories, essays and poetry. 
Harlem was a center for black writers, musicians, and intellectuals. 

1161. James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) 
American poet and part of the Harlem Renaissance, he was influenced by jazz music. 

1162. Marcus Garvey (1887-1940), Universal Negro Improvement Association 
Black leader who advocated "black nationalism," and financial independence for Blacks, 
he started the "Back to Africa" movement. He believed Blacks would not get justice in 
mostly white nations. 

1163. Charles Lindbergh (1902-1974), Spirit of St. Louis 
Lindbergh flew his airplane, the Spirit of St. Louis, across the Atlantic in the first 
transatlantic solo flight. 

1164. Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey 
1920's sports heros, Ruth set the baseball record of 60 home runs in one season and 
Dempsey was the heavyweight boxing champion. 

1165. Twenty-One Demands 
Name for Japan's demands to the U.S., including its threat to close China to European 
and American trade. Resolved by the 1917 Lansing-Ishii Agreement, a treaty which tried 
to settle differences between the U.S. and Japan. 

1166. Lansing-Ishii Agreement, 1917 
Lessened the tension in the feuds between the U.S. and Japan by recognizing Japan's 
sphere of influence in China in exchange for Japan's continued recognition of the Open 
Door policy in China. 

1167. Versailles Conference, Versailles Treaty 
The Palace of Versailles was the site of the signing of the peace treaty that ended WW I 
on June 28, 1919. Victorious Allies imposed punitive reparations on Germany. 

1168. Washington Disarmament Conference, 1921-1922 
The U.S. and nine other countries discussed limits on naval armaments. They felt that a 
naval arms race had contributed to the start of WW I. They created quotas for different 
classes of ships that could be built by each country based on its economic power and size 
of existing navies. 

1169. Five Powers Treaty, Four Powers Treaty, Nine Powers Treaty 
Five Powers Treaty: Signed as part of the Washington Naval Conference, U.S., Great 
Britain, Japan, France, and Italy set a ten year suspension of construction of large ships 
and set quotas for the number of ships each country could build. Four Powers Treaty: 
U.S., Japan, Britain, and France agreed to respect each others possessions in the Pacific. 
Nine Powers Treaty: Reaffirmed the Open Door Policy in China. 



1170. 5-3-1 ration 
Tonnage ratio of the construction of large ships, it meant that Britain could only have 1 
ship for every 3 ships in Japan, and Japan could only have 3 ships for every 5 ships in the 
U.S. Britain, U.S. and Japan agreed to dismantle some existing vessels to meet the ratio. 

1171. World Court 
The judicial arm of the League of Nations, supported by several presidents. 

1172. Reparations 
As part of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany was ordered to pay fines to the Allies to 
repay the costs of the war. Opposed by the U.S., it quickly lead to a severe depression in 
Germany. 

1173. Dawes Plan, Young Plan 
Post-WW I depression in Germany left it unable to pay reparation and Germany 
defaulted on its payments in 1923. In 1924, U.S. Vice President Charles Dawes 
formulated a plan to allow Germany to make its reparation payments in annual 
installments. This plan was renegotiated and modified in 1929 by U.S. financier Owen 
Young. 

1174. Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928 
"Pact of Paris" or "Treaty for the Renunciation of War," it made war illegal as a tool of 
national policy, allowing only defensive war. The Treaty was generally believed to be 
useless. 

1175. Causes of the depression 
Much debt, stock prices spiralling up, over-production and under-consuming - the stock 
market crashed. Germany's default on reparations caused European bank failures, which 
spread to the U.S. 

1176. Depression as an international event 
Europe owed money. Germany had to pay, but did not have the money. 

1177. Fordney-McCumber Tariff, 1922 
Pushed by Congress in 1922, it raised tariff rates. 

1178. Hawley-Smoot Tariff, 1930 
Congressional compromise serving special interest, it raised duties on agricultural and 
manufactured imports. It may have contributed to the spread of the international 
depression. 

1179. Reconstruction Finance Corporation, RFC 
Created in 1932 to make loans to banks, insurance companies, and railroads, it was 
intended to provide emergency funds to help businesses overcome the effects of the 
Depression. It was later used to finance wartime projects during WW II. 



1180. Bonus Army 
1932 - Facing the financial crisis of the Depression, WW I veterans tried to pressure 
Congress to pay them their retirement bonuses early. Congress considered a bill 
authorizing immediate assurance of $2.4 billion, but it was not approved. Angry veterans 
marched on Washington, D.C., and Hoover called in the army to get the veterans out of 
there. 

1181. "Hooverville" 
Name given to the makeshift shanty towns built in vacant lots during the Depression. 

1182. Clark Memorandum 
1928 - Under Secretary of State Reuben Clark, 286 pages were added to the Roosevelt 
Corollary of 1904. 

1183. London Naval Conference 
1909 - International Naval Conference held in London to adopt an international code of 
conduct for naval warfare. 

1184. Hoover Moratorium 
June 30, 1931 - Acting on President Hoover's advice, the Allies suspended Germany's 
reparation payments for one year. 

1185. Manchuria, Hoover-Stimson Doctrine 
1932 - Japan's seizure of Manchuria brought this pronouncement by Hoover's Secretary 
of State, Henry Stimson, that the U.S. would not recognize any changes to China's 
territory, nor any impairment of China's sovereignty. 

1186. Mexico's nationalization of oil 
1938 - Mexico nationalized oil fields along the Gulf of Mexico which had been owned by 
investors from the U.S., Britain, and the Netherlands because the companies refused to 
raise the wages of their Mexican employees. 

1187. Ambassador Morrow 
Dwight Whitney Morrow served as the U.S. Ambassador to Mexico from 1927 to 1930, 
during the Mexican-American diplomatic crisis. 

1188. Good Neighbor Policy 
Franklin Roosevelt described his foreign policy as that of a "good neighbor." The phrase 
came to be used to describe the U.S. attitude toward the countries of Latin America. 
Under Roosevelt's "Good Neighbor Policy," the U.S. took the lead in promoting good 
will among these nations. 

1189. Norris-LaGuardia (Anti-Injunction) Act, 1932 
Liberal Republicans, Feorelo LaGuardia and George Norris cosponsored the Norris-
LaGuardia Federal Anti-Injunction Act, which protected the rights of striking workers, by 



severely restricting the federal courts' power to issue injunctions against strikes and other 
union activities. 

1190. Election of 1932: candidates, issues 
Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt, beat the Republican, Herbert Hoover, who was running 
for reelection. FDR promised relief for the unemployed, help for farmers, and a balanced 
budget. 

1191. Twentieth Amendment 
Written by George Norris and also called the "Lame Duck Amendment," it changed the 
inauguration date from March 4 to January 20 for president and vice president, and to 
January 3 for senators and representatives. It also said Congress must assemble at least 
once a year. 

1192. Wickersham Commission 
National Law Enforcement Commission, so named after its chair, George Wickersham, it 
was a national commission on law observance and enforcement created by Hoover in 
1929. Its 1930 report recommended the repeal of Prohibition. 

1193. Twenty-First Amendment 
Passed February, 1933 to repeal the 18th Amendment (Prohibition). Congress legalized 
light beer. Took effect December, 1933. Based on recommendation of the Wickersham 
Commission that Prohibition had lead to a vast increase in crime. 

1194. "Bank Holiday" 
March 11, 1933 - Roosevelt closed all banks and forbade the export of gold or 
redemption of currency in gold. 

1195. Hundred Days 
March 9, 1933 - At Roosevelt's request, Congress began a special session to review 
recovery and reform laws submitted by the President for Congressional approval. It 
actually lasted only 99 days. 

1196. "Relief, recovery, reform" 
The first step in FDR's relief program was to establish the Civilian Conservation Corps in 
April, 1933. The chief measure designed to promote recovery was the National Industrial 
Recovery Act. The New Deal acts most often classified as reform measures were those 
designed to guarantee the rights of labor and limit the powers of businesses. 

1197. Brain trust 
Many of the advisers who helped Roosevelt during his presidential candidacy continued 
to aid him after he entered the White House. A newspaperman once described the group 
as "Roosevelt's Brain Trust." They were more influential than the Cabinet. 

1198. Emergency Banking Relief Act, 1933 
March 6, 1933 - FDR ordered a bank holiday. Many banks were failing because they had 



too little capital, made too many planning errors, and had poor management. The 
Emergency Banking Relief Act provided for government inspection, which restored 
public confidence in the banks. 

1199. Glass-Steagall Banking Reform Act, 1933 
Created the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, which insures the accounts of 
depositors of its member banks. It outlawed banks investing in the stock market. 

1200. Gold Clause Act, 1935 
It voided any clause in past or future contracts requiring payment in gold. It was enacted 
to help enforce 1933 legislation discontinuing the gold standard and outlawing circulation 
of gold coin.  


